
  

“LAKE AFFECT” 
Autumn Update from the BLRC, September 2021 

Greetings. I hope that you and yours are well as we sail into one of the most beautiful seasons at the lake. The days 

get shorter, the nights are cool and there is color in the trees all around the Region.   

While all of us are keeping a close watch on pandemic trends, the BLRC the continues to navigate issues directly 

affecting the quality of life in the Buckeye Lake Region. This newsletter addresses several key initiatives.   

Change and growth are as inevitable as the change of seasons and the Buckeye Lake Region is experiencing an influx 

of interest. At the BLRC, our goal is, and always has been, to assist communities in guiding that growth towards 

sustainable, positive impact on the region, based on the input of the Community. 

Please Stay Well and Share Acts of Grace and Kindness.  

Mike Fornataro, BLRC Executive Director.  

 

The BLRC is actively pursuing many important issues that have a Regional impact: 

COMMUNITY PIER & NORTH SHORE PARK RE-DEVELOPMENT: 

 Envisioned as an economic incubator with 

amenities including a greatly improved 

public beach and docking, the pier will 

offer a new way for residents and visitors 

to access and enjoy the lake. The concept 

illustrated here increases green space, 

adds a boat ramp and increases parking.  

There are over 70 pages of illustrations 

and information at www.blrc2036.org.  

BLRC is presently exploring ways to bring 

funding to this public amenity. 

 

 

 

http://www.blrc2036.org/


HONEY CREEK REMEDIATION ROUNDTABLE: Honey Creek is a major source of nutrients and silt that feed harmful algae 

and contribute to poor water quality and reduced depth. BLRC has assembled a Roundtable to identify and overcome 

obstacles to greatly reducing silt and nutrient runoff from Honey Creek. Siting at the table are experts in soil & water, 

water quality mitigation, grant funding, hydraulic engineering, elected officials, ODNR and area stakeholders. The long 

march towards remediating the impact of Honey Creek silt and nutrient runoff has begun__________________   

MAJOR BUCKEYE LAKE REGION FLOODING 

INITATIVE: The BLRC retained consultants to 

apply for a FEMA grant with support from 

Fairfield and Licking County commissioners; 

Licking County is now the lead applicant. The 

scope of the request includes the Feeder 

Channel, I-70 and the South Fork of the 

Licking River to the southern border of 

Heath. This project looks at the watershed as 

a whole, so that a fix in one area does not 

push the problem onto another. The 

improvements to general “quality of life” will 

be a game changer for the Region. The grant will be submitted by September 30, with successful applicants likely 

notified in Spring ‘22. Supported by a broad partnership of state agencies and the business community, this could not 

happen without support from Licking, Fairfield and Perry counties.  BLRC thanks the commissioners._______________ 

 CRYSTAL LAKES: One of the most engaging parts of the DPZ regional design is the “Crystal Lake” 

concept, a pool of crystal-clear recreational water of 8 or more acres. To bring this remarkable 

public amenity to the Buckeye Lake Region would be amazing in so many ways. BLRC is presently 

taking the first steps towards actual siting, design and basic engineering, utilizing a combination of 

Capital funds and BLRC contributions. Learn more about Crystal Lakes at www.crystal-lagoons.com 

 

FOCUS GROUPS: A series of five focus groups consisting of residents and business owners from 

throughout the region were conducted by the BLRC to identify projects under $150k that have the 

most impact and support. Those results will soon be made public, with the community having the 

opportunity to choose the winning projects.___________________________________________   

                         

2021 BLRC BOARD MEMBERS: The BLRC Board of Trustees consists of your neighbors from all corners of the Buckeye 

Lake Region. Curious about is on the board? Check out the full roster at www.blrc2036.org/who-we-are.html  
 

CHAMPIONS OF THE LAKE: The highest level of business donors. Please support those that support your community! 

Champions of the Lake: 

                

                     

OUR DONORS: These are a few of the projects that the Buckeye Lake Region Corporation is working on every day. While grants may 

pay for projects, day-to-day expenses are supported by the generous donations of individuals and businesses. To see who is funding 

this important initiative, to donate, or to learn more about what BLRC is doing, please visit www.BLRC2036.org. You are always 

welcome to email Mike Fornataro at mfornataro@buckeyelake2030.org   

Want to receive email updates? Contact Mike at mfornataro@buckeyelake2030.org . 
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