
  

“LAKE AFFECT” 
 Winter Update from the BLRC December 21, 2019 

BLRC exists to strategically guide the growth of the Buckeye Lake Region in a manner consistent with the Community 

Vision outlined in the “BLR 2036 Declaration” and to secure grant dollars to fund water quality, infrastructure, “quality 

of life” and tourism projects. On the BLRC Board of Directors are elected representatives of the counties, townships, 

villages, school districts, homeowner associations and civic groups. All political and civic entities in the Region are 

welcome to join. To see the complete list of BLRC members visit: blrc2036.org/who-we-are 

The BLRC is actively pursuing many important issues that have a Regional impact: 

OHIO CAPITAL BUDGET REQUESTS: A new capital budget will be voted upon in early 2020. The BLRC has made 

application for projects in Perry, Licking and Fairfield counties. For Perry it is a request for funds to begin “Phase Two” of 

the lake access park (Phase One is likely to open in 2020). The Licking County request is for additional monies to move 

the Tourist Pier forward. In Fairfield County funding to assist Millersport in fixing Canal Drive where it is slipping towards 

the canal and improvements to canal water quality. The success of these requests should be known by early summer.   

 

 DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENT PROJECT COMMITTEE:  Storm water drainage infrastructure behind the dam and into 

Buckeye Lake Village lacks the ability to handle even common heavy rain. The resulting flooding is a significant health 

risk and affects the “quality of life” for residents and visitors. Without a comprehensive storm water mitigation plan 

flooding will only get worse. This issue is complicated by the fact that a “drainage improvement project” would involve 

two counties, two townships and a village. The BLRC facilitated a meeting of officials from those entities plus ODOT, 

ODNR, soil & water groups and outside legal counsel. Several meetings have now taken place to create a plan to address 

drainage improvement, with Jonathan Ferbrache, PLA, CRESC, Fairfield Soil and Water Conservation District, taking the 

lead. This much-needed project will be costly and long-term. Funding sources are now being explored.   

 

LOGJAMS: Storm water may not be directed into the lake so it appears that the only body of water that can 

accommodate a Drainage Improvement Project is the South Fork of the Licking River. However, logjams north of Rt 40 

and east of the industrial park on the South Fork of the Licking River are a major impediment to water flow. These 

logjams contribute to flooding in the Buckeye Lake Region, including at the I-70 / Rt. 79 interchange. Removing / 

bypassing the jams will restore a freer-flowing river that should benefit all. BLRC is working with watershed groups, 

elected officials and the Army Corp of Engineers to find a solution.  

HOSPITALITY STUDY: As part of the Strategic Plan approved by the BLRC Board in July 2018, BLRC has initiated this study 

and it will be complete in early 2020. Including both market analysis and design concepts of multiple locations (with 

landowner blessings) within the Buckeye Lake Region, this study will identify what the sustainable market is for hotel 

rooms and visitor amenities, what makes sense, where hotels best fit and the infrastructure challenges.  An important 

incubator for discussion and manageable development, this study will cost in excess of $65,000. 

FEEDER CHANNEL Much of the water, silt and algae in Buckeye Lake enters through the Feeder Channel which runs east 

from near Kirkersville, entering the lake near Lieb’s Island. Hand-dug in the 1800’s to connect the Licking River to the 

lake as a fresh water source, it has not been maintained for many years. BLRC secured $400k to be applied towards 

fixing the Feeder. The initial work by ODNR on the banks and silt traps has begun and the study of the Feeder Channel is 

now done, paving the way for further efforts to repair the channel. 



DREDGING and DREDGE MATERIAL SITES: A boost to dredge plans came with the ODNR purchase of over 60 acres south 

of Thornville. The archeological survey results are now complete, and it is anticipated that ODNR will be able to utilize 

this site in 2020. A large potential dredge spoils site on the west end of the lake has been identified. The BLRC has 

facilitated introductions between the property owner and ODNR and an agreement may be negotiated to use this site to 

store dredge spoils for the west half of the lake. The dredge machines on Buckeye Lake were built in the 1960s and are 

well past their serviceable life. The BLRC has been assured that Buckeye Lake will receive a new dredge in the next Ohio 

Capitol Budget, which puts it here in 2021 at the earliest, and more likely 2022.  

 

BUCKEYE LAKE OPPORTUNITY ZONE SEMINAR: Buckeye Lake Village and areas west to the I-70/37 interchange has 

been designated as a Federal “Opportunity Zone’. Such a designation brings highly valuable capital gains tax benefits.  

Jointly hosted by the BLRC and the BL Village Planning Commission in November at 1st Community Church, a panel 

discussion included experts from private industry and public officials offering their guidance and perspectives. The event 

was very well attended, reflecting a renewed interest in investing in the Buckeye Lake Region. The Opportunity Zone 

Seminar Power Point presentation and video are available at this link: https://blrc2036.org/planning-studies.html 

CRYSTAL LAKES: One of the most engaging aspects of the DPZ regional design is the “Crystal Lake” concept, a pool of 

crystal-clear recreational water of 5 or more acres. In mid-December a meeting with key ODNR staff, community leaders 

and representatives from Crystal Lagoons took place to explore the opportunities and obstacles to what could be a 

game-changing public amenity. The meeting was positive and next steps include bringing additional state and federal 

agencies into the talks and researching basic economic feasibility models. Learn more at www.crystal-lagoons.com 

BOATHOUSE / COMPETITIVE ROWING EVENTS: BLRC has been in contact with a gentleman that has successfully 

championed competitive rowing teams for schools, colleges and individuals throughout Ohio and the East Coast, and 

who would like to do the same at Buckeye Lake. This requires a permanent “boathouse” for boat storage and a base of 

operations. Following initial conversations regarding the requirements for such a venture, BLRC introduced him to Tracy 

at the Buckeye Lake Winery and they are exploring the feasibility of this concept.  

CHAMPIONS OF THE LAKE: This is the designation for the highest level of business donors to the Buckeye Lake Region 

Corporation. Please support the businesses that support your community! 

Champions of the Lake: 

      

     

OUR DONORS: These are but a few of the projects that the Buckeye Lake Region Corporation is working on every day.   

While grants may pay for projects, day-to-day expenses are supported by the generous 

donations of individuals and businesses in the Region. To see who is funding this important 

initiative, to donate to the BLRC or to learn more about what BLRC is doing, please visit 

www.BLRC2036.org. You are always welcome to email Mike Fornataro, BLRC Executive 

Director, at mfornataro@buckeyelake2030.org  Or point your smart phone camera at this code 

to the left.  

Want to receive email updates from the BLRC? Contact Mike at 

mfornataro@buckeyelake2030.org to be added to the list. 
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