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Building Upon Success 
Buckeye Lake has been a central Ohio destination for generations. Once upon a time, this favorite weekend getaway not 
only provided waterfront cottages, but it was packed full of community activities and public attractions both on and off 
the water. Today, the future is as bright as ever as new planning and development efforts seek to create an even more 
unique regional destination. The vision for The Canal District seeks to create a new micro-village, breathing new life 
into the historic canals and proposing an inspiring adaptation of the existing spillway into a waterfront beach.
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FROM THE COVER

Buckeye Lake Regional Corporation   

The objective of the Buckeye Lake Region 
Corporation is to unify efforts across existing
political boundaries and marshal the unique assets 
of the Buckeye Lake Region.

A Vision for the Future
Buckeye Lake 2036 represents the transformation 
of the Buckeye Lake Region. It is the strategic 
plan and vision for the future of the Region and 
the guiding principle for the goals, objectives and 
execution of the Buckeye Lake Region Corporation. 
This vision was solidified on May 14, 2016 by over 
250 residents of the Buckeye Lake Region.

A Foundation for Transformation
The Buckeye Lake Region Community Foundation 
was founded to provide financial funding to the 
Buckeye Lake Region Corporation. Grants and 
donations from individuals and corporations to the 
Foundation make it possible for the Buckeye Lake 
Region Corporation to implement the Buckeye Lake 
2036 vision.

Mike Fornataro, Executive Director
740-964-4520
PO Box 2030
Buckeye Lake, Ohio 43008
mfornataro@buckeyelake2030.org

Yaromir Steiner, Member At Large 
614-414-7300
4016 Townsfair Way, #201
Columbus, Ohio 43219
ysteiner@steiner.com
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Shaping Public Space for the Better
REALM is a design studio of change agents, 
reframing how people value, design, and 
implement public space. Our team of visionaries 
uncover opportunities, build consensus, and create 
enduring places for people.

Brian Bernstein, Co-Founder / Principal
Zach Sevenish, Designer

REALM Collaborative
614-670-7390
100 E. Broad Street, Suite 1710
Columbus, Ohio 43215
info@REALMcollaobrative.com
www.REALMcollaborative.com
      @realm_collaborative

Augment Architecture & Design
Tim Cousino, Founder
www.augmentarch.com

ONE LAKEONE VISIONONE VOICE BUCKEYE LAKE

SOURCE:
https://explorelc.org/guide/buckeye-lake
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BUCKEYE LAKE

A view of the existing site in fall. 
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A PROUD HISTORY
BUCKEYE LAKE

Buckeye Lake has been a central Ohio 
destination for generations.  Originally 
created completely out of necessity 
as a reservoir to fill and operate the 
Ohio & Erie Canal in 1833, this was a 
critical piece of regional infrastructure 
taking decades to complete.  In the end, 
its operation was short lived, ceasing 
operations in the 1890’s as casualty of 
the railroad, however the reservoir was 
dedicated as a public park in 1894 by 
the Ohio General Assembly and named 
“Buckeye Lake.”

Since the creation of Buckeye Lake, it 
has gone through many evolutions.  For 
a time, it became a favorite weekend 
getaway filled with activities and public 
attractions, so much so that there was 
a dedicated train that brought city-
dwellers from downtown Columbus 
straight to the lake.  This made a lot of 
things possible - primarily that people 

Traveling by Train

The
InterUrban 
At the turn of the century, the canals 
gave way to railroads, including “light 
rail” electric trolley systems, and the 
Columbus, Buckeye Lake and Newark 
Traction Company’s Interurban Electric 
Railway was completed in 1904. 

Joining the trend of providing an 
attraction at the end of the line to boost 
weekend business, the rail company 
began building amusement rides on a 
nine-acre plot at the north shore of the 
Buckeye Lake. By 1911, the Buckeye 
Lake area boasted two dance pavilions, a 
swimming beach and bathhouse, arcade, 
picnic area and ballpark, boat excursions 
and power boat races. Taverns, 
restaurants, hotels and rental cottages 
sprung up all along the lakeshore to 
accommodate out-of-town guests.

SOURCE:

https://thebuckeyelake.com/history_interurban.php

could now come just for the day, or 
even for a short stay without owning 
property on the lake.  Further, once at 
the lake, there were other ways to enjoy 
the area.  There was an amusement 
park, shopping, a hotel and other public 
amenities.  In its heyday, Buckeye Lake 
was a ‘The Playground of Ohio,’ catering 
to the whole region.

In 1929, the Great Depression set the 
Buckeye Lake Region into decline as 
the Interurban rail line closed, limiting 
access to the destination.  

SOURCE:

https://thebuckeyelake.com/history.php

THE CANAL DISTRICT

SOURCE:
https://thebuckeyelake.com/history_ohio_canal.php
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A Vision for 
the Future

Thorn Township
Waterfront Living

Thornport 
Hamlet Center

The Village of 
Buckeye Lake

Interstate 70

The Village Pier

Fairfield Beach

Walnut Township

Millersport

Canal Gateway 

A great deal of energy, capital, and development is being put into the 
areas around Buckeye Lake today.  So much so that it has sparked the 
formation of the Buckeye Lake Regional Corporation.  With their help, 
common goals for the area have been forming and they have begun 
to engage design professionals from around the region to imagine, all 
constraints aside, what is feasible for various properties.  These visions 
are truly meant to look at what is possible, and are meant to be a far-
reaching, eye-opening approach at what could create “highest and best 
use” of the land.

THE CANAL DISTRICT
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Recent 
Projects
Below are critical retail, economic, planning and 
water quality studies prepared by world renowned 
architectural, planning and engineering firms 
for the Buckeye Lake Region Corporation. These 
studies and planning documents represent our 
commitment to executing on the Buckeye Lake 2036 
Community Vision.

A NEW DESTINATION

The 
Project 
Site 
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The 
Project Site
This project site at Buckeye Lake is unique in for several 
reasons.  Primarily, it occupies a small sliver of lakefront 
property on the newly completed north shore dam, immediately 
adjacent to the lakes’ spillway.  It sits on a fork at the corner of 
the bike path that is both a natural stopping point as well as the 
point from which the community intends to extend and connect 
to a larger bike path system just to the north.  There is an 
exciting new restaurant currently under construction that will 
give new life to the former VFW building. Finally, and maybe 
most uniquely, this project and site occupies both sides of an 
important street that runs along the historic Ohio & Erie Canal. 

Bike Trail

Bike Trail

Spillway Ped. Bridge

Hereinafter 
Cocktail Tavern

VFW Memorial

The Project Site

Sellers Point

N
orth Bank Road

Ohio & Erie Canal

South Fork Licking River
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The Site Today
The existing site conditions present a number of 
considerations and opportunities to create a new 
destination along the lake.  

CONSIDERATIONS:

THE CANALS - Owned by the Sate of Ohio and 
controlled by the Department of Natural Resources

NORTH BANK ROAD - Narrow road with no 
sidewalks / bike lanes.

THE SPILLWAY - A very prominent site feature, 
limiting dock access from site. 

WATERFRONT CONNECTIVITY - The property has 
about 180 linear feet of lakefront access, however 
docking potential appears limited due to the 
spillway.

PARKING  - With consideration for increased 
density, there is little exciting on-street parking.

OPPORTUNITIES:

WATERFRONT CONNECTIVITY - Although limited 
in length, access to the waterfront should be a key 
driver in how the site is developed.

RE-ENVISIONED CANALS - The canals are a 
historical asset and should be preserved and 
enhanced.

SHOPS /CAFES - This part of the lake appears 
to be prime for small shops / retail such as bike 
rentals, cafes or boutique retail.

HOTEL  - The convenience of access from Rt. 70 
makes this site approachable for the development 
of a small hotel. 

RESIDENTIAL - Townhomes or small condo units 
appear to offer a reasonably contextual fit with the 
surrounding area.

EXISTING CONDITIONS

Buckeye Lake
Sellers Point

Spillway
Ped. Bridge

N
orth Bank Road (Rt. 360)

North Bank Road (Rt. 360)

Canal

Project Site 

Project Site 

Future Hereinafter 
Cocktail Tavern VFW Memorial

Canal

Lakeside Road
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The Canal District
The Canal District is a vision that seeks to reframe this passive node along the north shore into a highly 
attractive, well scaled and unique destination. New residential townhomes over cafes and boutique 
retail line the historical canals, creating a romantic village feel.  A boutique hotel anchors the lake end 
of the street and sits adjacent to a new beach front park, complete with pavilions, volleyball courts, 
boat docks and sand!

Buckeye Lake
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The Canals of Amsterdam
Dug in the 17th century, the canals of Amsterdam have now become used for tourism, recreation, houseboats 
and relatively small amount of private transport.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canals_of_Amsterdam

Inspiring Destinations
MEMORABLE PLACES

Sugar Beach Toronto
Sugar Beach is an urban beach park in Toronto, Ontario, Canada, that opened in 
2010. It is located across from Redpath Sugar Refinery in Toronto’s eastern East 
Bayfront. 

A Waterfront Toronto project, the park is designed by landscape 
architecture firm Claude Cormier + Associates Inc. It features a sandy beach with 
ornamental lighting, umbrellas, Muskoka chairs, rocky amphitheater and candy 
trim, and pedestrian areas paved with granite setts in three colors arranged in a 
stylized maple leaf motif. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sugar_Beach

Buckeye Lake has long existed as a regional getaway. With that in mind, the 
conceptual design of The Canal District seeks to create a distinct place that captures 
the charming, walkable scale of Amsterdam while setting an ambitious vision for a 
lakefront beach that caps the spillway.
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To Creating The Canal District
The overall conceptual design can best be understood in the four macro strategies 
presented here. Each strategy seeks to capture an important aspect of the design 
as it relates to its final assembly and particular design intent.

The Thesis
With limited lake frontage, complicated further by the presence of the spillway, 
development in and around this unique node should create a destination by 
transforming underutilized infrastructure into a considerable public asset, adding 
a new amenity to the overall lake while extending the value of real east several 
blocks from the waterfront.  

Celebrating a Historic Amenity
The site straddles about 500’ of the old Ohio to Erie Canal - a significant 
historical legacy to Buckeye Lake and the region. There is new life to be had 
by this infrastructural remnant, becoming a central feature to a new mixed-
use village center.

Embracing the Human Scale
Some of the most memorable villages in the world are defined by their 
architectural character that so pointedly considers the human scale. With 
a nod to the past and a minimalist sophistication, a distinct architectural 
character can further enhance the charm and comfort of this destination. 

Creating a Waterfront Destination
People come to be a part of the lake.  One of this site’s biggest challenges 
is the limited lake frontage, combined with the proximity to the spillway. A 
significant opportunity exists to transform this highly engineered structure 
into an even more wondrous engineered beach. 

The Spaces In Between
As the famous humanist architect Jan Ghel says, “cultures and climates differ 
all over the world, but people are the same. They’ll gather in public if you 
give them a good place to do it.” The single and purest goal of this vision is to 
create a place that people want to be. 

Strategies

1 Canal

3 Architecture

2 Beach

4 Destination

4
StrategiesTo create the region

THE CANAL DISTRICT

Spillway

Buckeye Lake

Lakeside Road

South Fork Licking River

Project Site

Bike Path

Project Site

Future Hereinafter 
Cocktail Tavern 

Canals

Pedestrian 
Bridge

North
 Ban

k Road
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The site straddles about 500’ of the old Ohio 
to Erie Canal - a significant historical legacy 
to Buckeye Lake and the region. There is new 
life to be had by this infrastructural remnant, 
becoming a central feature to a new mixed-
use village center.

Canal1
THE CANAL DISTRICT

Celebrating a 
Historic Amenity 

STRATEGY 1

Spillway

Buckeye Lake

Lakeside Road

South Fork Licking River

Project Site

Bike Path

Project Site

Future Hereinafter 
Cocktail Tavern 

Canals

Pedestrian 
Bridge

North
 Ban

k Road
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NEW CANAL WALLS - New walls (previously non-
existent) built around the canals will help to create 
an urban edge condition and maximize the usable 
area surrounding them. 

BUILDING FORM - Townhome style residential 
units with ground floor commercial uses create 
activation along the street level while creating 
comforting massing scale. 

PEDESTRIAN PROMENADE - The west side of 
the canal is intended to be a pedestrian-only 
promenade , seeking to create adequate space 
for outdoor dining, strolling and small community 
gatherings.
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THE CANAL DISTRICT 

People come to be a part of the lake.  One of 
this site’s biggest challenges is the limited 
lake frontage, combined with the proximity to 
the spillway. A significant opportunity exists 
to transform this highly engineered structure 
into an even more wondrous engineered 
beach. 

Creating a 
Waterfront Destination 

STRATEGY 2

Spillway

Buckeye Lake

South Fork Licking River

Bike Path

Future Hereinafter 
Cocktail Tavern 

Canals

Pedestrian 
Bridge

2Beach 
1

1

2

3

3

2

THE BEACH - Constructed over the existing 
spillway, the beach creates a significant waterfront 
destination that can accommodate peak season 
crowds, will serving as a passive park space in the 
winter months.

PLAZA - Building upon the north shore walking and 
bike paths, this new plaza will serve as a social 
hub activated by cafes, bars and restaurants.

THE GRAND STAIRS - To navigate the grade 
change up to the lake level, a grand set of stairs 
serves as both a passageway as well as a unique 
public space not unlike similar spaces found in the 
most charming of European cities.

North
 Ban

k Road
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Some of the most memorable villages in 
the world are defined by their architectural 
character that so pointedly considers 
the human scale. With a nod to the past 
and a minimalist sophistication, a distinct 
architectural character can further enhance 
the charm and comfort of this destination. 

Embracing the 
Human Scale

STRATEGY 3

Architecture3
THE CANAL DISTRICT

1

1
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3
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2
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BOUTIQUE HOTEL - Constructed over the spillway, 
the hotel creates a destinational terminus to the 
canals while capturing sweeping views of the lake. 

BEACH PAVILION - A proposed community 
gathering space that accommodates a small cafe or 
bar providing activation to the adjacent beach.

APARTMENTS - A series of small apartments that 
site over top of ground-level retail and cafes. 

FLATS - Urban style flats that 
overlook the canals. Top units benefit 
from rooftop patios that have views 
to the lake. 

TOWNHOMES - Larger multi-level 
units that create a new edge to the 
adjacent neighbors.

*PARKING  - A single level of parking 
is tucked between the Flats and 
Townhomes at the ground-level.

Buckeye Lake

South Fork Licking River

Future Hereinafter 
Cocktail Tavern 

North
 Ban

k Road

Parking Walk Road Canal Retail Res.
Entry

Parking 

Mew

Public
Space

Residential 
or Retail
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As the famous humanist architect Jan Ghel 
says, “cultures and climates differ all over 
the world, but people are the same. They’ll 
gather in public if you give them a good place 
to do it.” The single and purest goal of this 
vision is to create a place that people want to 
be. 

The Spaces 
In Between 

STRATEGY 4

Destination4
THE CANAL DISTRICT

1

2

3

THE MEW - A semi-public space situated between 
the Canal Flats and the Townhomes, the mew 
serves to create a place for residents and guests 
to gather.

BEACH ACCESS - A key tenant of the vision plan is 
to create greater access to the waterfront from the 
neighborhood.

THE FUTURE - Responsible future planning should 
consider development that surrounds public 
open spaces which also serve to offer intuitive 
connectivity to destinations like the canals and 
beach.

1

2

3

Buckeye Lake

South Fork Licking River
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Come Discover 
The Canal District
SUN. STROLL. STAY

Come to The Canal District, a unique and charming 
destination that will give you plenty of reasons to keep 
coming back. In the summer, enjoy a day at the beach, 
dinner at a local cafe and a stay at a local boutique hotel 
and spa. When the seasons change, come back to enjoy ice 
skating in the canals and hot chocolate next to the fireplace 
inside the local coffee shop.

THE CANAL DISTRICT 
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COMMUNITY GREEN

BEACH ACCESS

THE MEW

NORTH SHORE ROAD

LA
KE

SI
DE

 D
RI

VE

HOTEL

PAVILION

BEACH

BUCKEYE LAKE

BIKE / WALKING TRAIL

SOUTH FORK LICKING RIVER

Future Hereinafter 
Cocktail Tavern 
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Sellers Point

Ohio Canal Greenway

Buckeye Lake

I-70
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Imagining a Future at Buckeye Lake

Scenes From 
the Design 
Process 
The following pages contain 
miscellaneous supporting imagery 
created during the design process.
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Public Realm Designer

100 east broad street, suite 1710
columbus, ohio 43215

614.670.7390 

www.realmcollaborative.com


